
NeoCity Academy Summer Reading for Incoming Freshmen 

 
NeoCity Class of 2024 Member, welcome to NeoCity Academy! Before coming to campus in August, we would like you to 

read one of the following four books. You can get your book in any format or just check it out from a library: 

 

● Learning to Swear in America by Katie Kennedy (ISBN: 978-1619639119) 
Yuri Strelnikov is a 17 year old physics prodigy. He’s brought to California to help NASA prevent an asteroid from 

hitting Earth. No one at NASA believes he can help, so he makes friends with Dovie, the child of a NASA 

custodian. She teaches him what it means to be a teenager, seeing as the world is doomed anyways. Yuri 

eventually understands how to be a teenager while also trying to convince NASA that his work (that might even 

win a Nobel Prize) could potentially save the world. 

● Slated by Teri Terry (ISBN: 978-0142425039) 

Kyla has been slated, the government’s way of wiping one’s memories and personality away forever. She’s been 

told she was a terrorist previously, but the bits of memories that come back to her convince her otherwise. As she 

tries to adjust to a new life, family, and school, she begins to doubt what she’s been told. Figuring out who she is 

and why she was chosen to be slated may be more dangerous than she thought. 

● Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger (ISBN: 978-7543321724) 

Taking place over just two days, Holden Caulfield is a 16 year old boy who decides to explore New York after 

being expelled from prep school. As he explores New York, he tries to come to terms with  the phoniness of adults 

and the stress and confusion teens often experience. He thinks on his relationship, memories, and favorite things 

to develop a better understanding of who he is and his place in the world.  

• Nyxia by Scott Reintgen (ISBN: 978-0399556791) 

Emmett has been seeking a way to take care of his family, so when Babel, a major tech company, offers him a 

chance to get rich, he takes it. As one of ten recruits on Babel’s ship, he has to train and learn how to use a 

substance called Nyxia which they will be mining when they get to Eden, a new planet. But Babel has many 

secrets their covering up and as they slowly start to be revealed, Emmett and the rest of the recruits begin to get 

suspicious that their mission might not be a safe one. However, how can they turn down a chance of a lifetime to 

change their lives and help their families? 

 

As you read, think about the following questions and how the characters might respond to them. After reading, answer 

one of these questions through an interactive method of your choice. It can be a presentation, journal entry, test, 

multimedia model, movie, song, Minecraft world or nearly anything else you can think of. It should be engaging, hands-on, 

and fully answer the question using details, quotes, or themes in the novel of your choice. The final creation can be done 

digitally or physically. Your interactive answer to the question will be turned in within the first two weeks of school in 

August.  

 

This may be something you struggle with, but we’re curious about what you’ll pull off. Consider any idea a great idea and 

bring your creativity to the forefront! 

● What is family? 

● What defines who a person is? 

● What is the power of friendship? 

● Why are humans able to quickly change parts of themselves? 

● How can our choices influence how others see us? 

● How can our choices influence how we understand ourselves? 

● What is love? 

● What choices do we make about our own identities? 

● In what ways can the line between good and evil be blurred? 

● How do you justify the idea that a person can be both good and evil at the same time? 

● Who is considered a survivor? Why? 

● What does it mean to be human? 

● How can adolescents create their own paths in a world run by adults? 

A person who won’t read has no advantage over one who can’t read. 

- Mark Twain 


